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(of the gods)/ $ar-azaga, 'the glorious incanta-
tion/ Mu-azaga,' the glorious charm/ and many
others. The last two refer, to his being the god
who, by his kindness, obtained from his father !Ea,
dwelling in the abyss, those charms and incanta-
tions which benefited mankind, and restored the
sick to health. In this connection, a frequent
title given to him is ' the merciful one/ but most
merciful was he in that he spared the lives of
the gods who, having sided with Tiawath, were
his enemies, as is related in the tablet of the
fifty-one names (p. 43). In connection with the
fight he bore also the names, 'annihilator of
the enemy/ 'rooter out of all evil/ 'troubler of
the evil ones/ 'life of the whole of the gods/
Erom these names it is clear that Merodach, in
defeating Tiawath, annihilated, at the same time,
the spirit of evil, Satan, the accuser, of which she
was, probably, the Babylonian type. But unlike
the Saviour in the Christian creed, he saved
not only man, at that time uncreated, but the
gods of heaven also. As ' king of the heavens/
he was identified with the largest of the planets,
Jupiter, as well as with other heavenly bodies.
Traversing the sky in great zigzags, Jupiter
seemed to the Babylonians to superintend the
stars, and this was regarded as emblematic of
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